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Britain could command the entrance to the St. Law-
rence and the road to Quebec.

Thanks to the peace treaty of 1701 which had made
the Iroquois of the Five Nations, if not allies at least
sympathetic neutrals whom English intrigue could not
transform again into enemies, New France was in a
fair position to defend itself. It was even able to launch
an attack on the southern settlements at a time when
nothing seemed to threaten it directly, and the heroic
raids of the days of Frontenac began once more. But,
while victories alternated with defeats in Flanders, in
the Rhineland, in Italy and in Spain, the Bostonians
received the aid promised by London and the threat to
New France became more apparent. The English had
determined to finish once and for all with these bold
Frenchmen who fought one against fifteen, and who
twice over, with fire and sword, had brought devasta-
tion to Massachusetts.

One week was sufficient for the British to take pos-
session of Port Royal and Acadia, then, as twenty
years earlier, a powerful squadron entered the St.
Lawrence destined for Quebec where the governor,
Vaudreuil, was hastily organizing the defence. A small
army which had set out from Boston, as had the fleet
of Admiral Walker, made its way towards Montreal,
Neither of these expeditions was to prove successful.
Storms shattered the ships on the reefs of He aux Oeufs,
half-way between the Gulf and the capital, and the
waters of the St. Lawrence closed over the heads of
hundreds of sailors, women, and children who had
hoped to establish themselves in a conquered country.
On hearing of this disaster, and while Walker was
returning to Boston with the remains of his shattered